
Ulex europaeus

Ulex europaeus (gorse, common gorse, furze or whin)
is a species of flowering plant in the family Fabaceae,
native to portions of Europe from the northern United
Kingdom south toGalicia in Spain and Portugal, and from
the western Republic of Ireland east to Galicja in Poland
and Ukraine.

1 Description

Common gorse in flower

Growing to 2–3 metres (7–10 ft) tall, it is an evergreen
shrub. The young stems are green, with the shoots and
leaves modified into green spines, 1–3 centimetres (0.39–
1.18 in) long. Young seedlings produce normal leaves
for the first few months; these are trifoliate, resembling a
small clover leaf.
The flowers are yellow, 1–2 centimetres (0.39–0.79
in) long, with the pea-flower structure typical of the
Fabaceae; they are produced throughout the year, but
mainly in early spring. The fruit is a legume (pod) 2 cen-
timetres (0.79 in) long, dark purplish-brown, partly en-
closed by the pale brown remnants of the flower; the pod
contains 2-3 small blackish, shiny, hard seeds, which are
ejected when the pod splits open in hot weather. Seeds
remain viable for 30 years.
Like many species of gorse, it is often a fire-climax plant,
which readily catches fire but re-grows from the roots af-
ter the fire; the seeds are also adapted to germinate after
slight scorching by fire. It has a tap root, lateral and ad-
ventious roots. An extremely tough and hardy plant, it
can live for about thirty years.

2 Invasive Species

The species has been introduced to other areas of Europe,
and also to the Americas, New Zealand, South Africa and
Australia,[1][2] where it is often considered a weed and is
a serious problem invasive species in some areas (notably
the western United States, Chile and New Zealand). It
was introduced to New Zealand from Scotland as a type
of hedge, but became a major blight to farmers as the
climate suited its growth better than its native habitat and
many of its natural predators were absent.
Common gorse is also an invasive species in the mon-
tane grasslands of Horton Plains National Park in Sri
Lanka. It outcompetes native, endemic species and is a
fire hazard.[3]

Biological pest control is used on this plant in many ar-
eas. The gorse spider mite (Tetranychus lintearius) and
the gorse seed weevil (Exapion ulicis) reduce the spread
of the plant.

3 Cultivation

This plant is used for hedging, boundary definition and
groundcover in suitably sunny, open locations. Cultivars
include 'Strictus’ (Irish gorse), a dwarf form, and the
double-flowered, non-fruiting 'Flore Pleno', which has
gained the Royal Horticultural Society's Award of Gar-
den Merit.[4]

4 Other uses

Bruised gorse was used in some areas for feeding to
horses and other livestock.[5]

Lectin extracted from seeds of this species binds to, is
remarkably specific for, and is the standard method for
identification of H-substance (absent in the hh antigen
system) on human red blood cells. The vast majority
of humans express H-substance, which is the basis for
the ABO blood group system, but a few rare individuals
("Bombay phenotype") do not—and a chemical isolated
from Ulex europaeus is used to identify these individuals.
It fixes nitrogen into the soil.[6]
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2 7 EXTERNAL LINKS

A whin-stone, used for bruising gorse.

5 See also
• Gorse in New Zealand
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7 External links
• Jepson Manual Treatment

• USDA Plants Profile

• Washington Burke Museum

• Photo gallery

•

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gorse_in_New_Zealand
http://www.weeds.org.au/natsig.htm
http://apps.rhs.org.uk/plantselector/plant?plantid=1977
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/cgi-bin/get_JM_treatment.pl?3691,4294,4295
http://www.plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ULEU
http://biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium/imagecollection.php?Genus=Ulex&Species=europaeus
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?query_src=photos_index&where-taxon=Ulex+europaeus


3

8 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

8.1 Text
• Ulex europaeus Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulex_europaeus?oldid=639867373 Contributors: Fergal~enwiki, Imc, Alan Lieft-
ing, Srtxg, MPF, Quite, Quadell, Neutrality, Shenme, Man vyi, Stemonitis, Woohookitty, Ricardo Carneiro Pires, Eubot, Gdrbot, IceCrea-
mAntisocial, Jaranda, SmackBot, Rkitko, Chlewbot, Ww2censor, Abrahami, AndrewHowse, Alaibot, Casliber, Rosser1954, Etm157,
Sobreira, RoboServien, JAnDbot, Flowanda, Gidip, Nadiatalent, Llorenzi, Richard New Forest, Deminimis, Hadrianheugh, MystBot,
Felix Folio Secundus, Addbot, Luckas-bot, Nyanatusita, Chromenano, Xqbot, FrescoBot, Uglybuckling, MastiBot, EmausBot, ZéroBot,
Matthewcgirling, Drlectin, Iryna Harpy, BattyBot, Darorcilmir and Anonymous: 10

8.2 Images
• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Question_book-new.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:
Tkgd2007

• File:Ulex_europaeus8.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Ulex_europaeus8.jpg License: CC-BY-SA-
3.0 Contributors: caliban.mpiz-koeln.mpg.de/mavica/index.html part of www.biolib.de Original artist: Kurt Stüber [1]

• File:Whinstonedalgarven.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9e/Whinstonedalgarven.JPG License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons by Kurpfalzbilder.de using CommonsHelper. Original artist:
Rosser1954 at English Wikipedia

8.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulex_europaeus?oldid=639867373
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Question_book.png
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Equazcion
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Tkgd2007
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/45/Ulex_europaeus8.jpg
http://caliban.mpiz-koeln.mpg.de/mavica/index.html
http://www.biolib.de/
http://www.kurtstueber.de/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9e/Whinstonedalgarven.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Kurpfalzbilder.de
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Rosser1954
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Description
	Invasive Species
	Cultivation
	Other uses
	See also
	References
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


